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THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
https://collezioni.scuola.zanichelli.it/browsebytheme/section-inglese-scuola-media/timelin

es-of-english-and-american-history 
 
 
HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 
  
Edward VII (1901 - 1910) 
George V ​( 1910 - 1914) 
Edward VIII ​ (1936) 
George VI ​ (1936 - 1952) 
Elizabeth II ​ ( 1952 - ) 
 
It was and age of cultural crisis and anxiety— > fall of  certainty, of the 
positivistic faith in progress and science, end of the system of Victorian values. 
 
World war I ​:  

● it involved the whole world 
● it used new technological weapons 
●consequences: disillusioned and critical mood, consciences haunted by the 

atrocities of the war, feeling of frustration that led to a transformation of the 
notions of IMPERIAL HEGEMONY (-> Commonwealth) and WHITE 
SUPERIORITY 

 
 
NEW THEORIES ( PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE) 
The scientists and philosophers destroyed the old universe that had sustained the 
Victorians 
 
Freud’s Influence 
 
Einstein’s ​ ​Theory of relativit ​y ​ ​( video per approfondire: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgH9KXEQ0YU&t=249s​) 
 
T​he new idea of time  
William James ​and ​Henri Bergson 
 
SOCIAL / POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
It was a time of industrial unrest, strikes and violence because of high prices and low 
wages 
 
Position of women ( The suffragettes) 
 
The Irish Question 
....... 
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